Introduction
In Latin American cities, such as Caracas, where luxurious shopping malls contrast with walled in neighborhoods and precarious barrios, violence has become a daily event. Although frequently linked to the ever-growing presence of criminal networks and organizations in Venezuelan society or to the abuse of force by police agents, violence is a phenomenon that is becoming increasingly embedded into particular types of social relationships that can be said to exhibit a lack of restraint, and are determined by a logic of revenge. This is perhaps especially true of young men living in poor urban barrios, whose daily lives involve confrontations with their peers and with the police, in which risking their own life, terminating the lives of others, and dying is a constant possibility. How are we to understand the violence both suffered and perpetrated by these young men? When asked, they keep repeating that what they do is a demand for respect, but what is the meaning of this "respect," and how does it play out in different situations and among diverse social interlocutors? How do meanings attached to violent actions relate to the construction of personal and social identity? Is it possible to redefine and rebuild "respect" in an alternative, nonviolent manner?
This chapter is organized in three parts. In the first, I provide a synthetic outline of the extent and basic characteristics of violence in Venezuela, and offer some tentative general explanations before outlining some key definitional issues. The second section proposes a framework for understanding young men's narratives about their search for respect, which I suggest needs to be understood as the subjective management of a threatened and negated identity, the consequence of a retreat to the barrio where the experience of respect is primordially forged. The connections between different types of demands for respect and their associated violence are specifically drawn out in order to show how the violence constitutes an attempt to obtain a form of personal recognition. Finally, the third section of this chapter presents a more diachronic vision of these subjective social processes through the biographical reconstruction of the life trajectories of young men who previously led violent lives but managed to forge new, nonviolent lifestyles.
Violent Deaths and Research Concerns
The most obvious, and perhaps the most shocking, indicator of violence in Venezuela is the homicide rate. According to official data, the rate doubled in the 1990s from 13 per 100,000 people in 1990 to 25 per 100,000 by 1999 (PROVEA 2006) . In Caracas, recorded cases were three times greater: in 1990 the homicide rate was 44 per 100,000, increasing to 94 per 100,000 inhabitants by 1999. With the change of political regime in 1999 and the initiation of the Bolivarian revolution, a period of transformation and political conflict began, marked by a further increase in the number and rate of violent deaths. By 2003, the national homicide rate had risen to 44 per 100,000, although it fell slightly to 37 by 2005, while in Caracas the homicide rate rose to 119 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants in 2003 before registering a fall to 88 per 100,000 in 2005 (PROVEA 2005) .
These data, however, need to be supplemented by two other indicators. The first are "deaths under investigation," as such killings that are not officially recorded as homicides. The number of deaths recorded in this category can be twice the figure for homicides: in 1991, while there were 2,502 registered homicides, there were 3,437 "deaths under investigation." Between 2001 and 2003, an average of 3,500 deaths under investigation were registered, with a significant increase in numbers thereafter to 4,031 in 2004 and 4,158 in 2005, partially correcting for the decline in the homicide rate over this period. The second category to also take into account is "deaths while resisting authority," usually a reference to somebody who is killed while resisting arrest or questioning by police. In 1990, 313 deaths were registered in this manner, almost doubling to 607 deaths in 1999 and increasing four-fold to 2,305 in 2003. Although numbers fell to 1,355 deaths by 2005, between 2000 and 2005 a total of 9,724 civilians were killed by police, equivalent to 39 civilians for each police officer killed in the period (PROVEA 2005) .
Adding these different statistics together, 15,477 individuals died in violent circumstances in Venezuela in 2005. Obviously, the question to be asked is who is dying in such a way? On this point the data are fairly unequivocal. Overwhelmingly, the victims are young men from the barrios (PROVEA 2005) . Studies show that 95 percent of the victims of homicides are men, 69 percent of whom are aged between 15 and 29 years, and homicide has become the primary cause of death for men between 15 and 34 years old in Venezuela (Sanjuán 1999 (Sanjuán , 2000 .
1 Indeed, while the homicide rate per 100,000 inhabitants was 33 nationally in 2000, the rate for young men was 225 (PROVEA 2003) . In Caracas, data reveal that victims have died near to their homes (83%), during fights in public areas (55%), in assaults (21%), especially between Friday and Sunday (55%), and usually from firearm
